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Quick Facts at a Glance 

 
 

Who we are: 

Koinonia Academy (KA) was founded 35 years ago: we are a private, PreK-12th grade independent Catholic 

school offering a quality, authentic Catholic education at affordable tuition rates. Our mission is to inspire 

courageous lives of holiness, virtue, and wisdom through authentic Catholic education. The word “Koinonia” 

means Christian fellowship or communion with God and with fellow Christians. Over the thirty-five years of our 

mission, we have seen the fruit of this formula where we seek first the Kingdom of God. Our students succeed 

academically and thrive at the college of their choice, they are well-formed citizens educated to be catalysts for 

good in the world, and they are men and women who, having encountered Christ, put their faith into action. 

Our Mission: 

To support parents as the primary educators of their children by providing a high quality, Christ-centered 

education which will help students achieve their potential both spiritually and academically. 

Our Education: 

Koinonia Academy is a Catholic Classical Liberal Arts school. Students are taught to think for themselves, to 

develop a passion for learning and exploring, and to seek the truth, the goodness and the beautiful in all their 

subjects. 

Where is KA? 

We are located in the heart of Plainfield, in a centrally accessible location. 

1040 Plainfield Avenue 

Plainfield, NJ 07060 

 

How to reach us? 

You can find us online at www.koinoniaacademy.org.   

Phone: 908-668-9002 |  Fax: 908-668-9883  

Email:  Office@KoinoniaAcademy.org 

You can also find staff listings online and contact staff members directly via their email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.koinoniaacademy.org/
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WHAT IS A CATHOLIC CLASSICAL LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION? 
A classical education is the term developed for the form of education developed during the Renaissance, and 

was influenced by St. Thomas Aquinas. It is called a liberal education because students learn about the breadth 

and depth of education, from the greatest literature, to the arts and the sciences, from mathematics to logic. A 

classical liberal education focuses on the good, the beautiful and the true and asks students to learn to think for 

themselves. By discussing and learning to ask the right questions, students can develop a deep understanding of 

their subjects and the issues facing our world today. Students who learn from this model develop a strong 

foundation from which they can choose whatever future field they wish to pursue. 

The word “liberal” comes from the Latin “liber”, which means “free”. Today’s educational models are often 

based on a stressful process of testing and rushing students through materials – the goal is often only to pass 

the next test, and study for the next quiz. Increasingly, this model is leaving students behind. Special needs 

students are not being assisted to achieve their highest potential, and gifted students are disengaged.  

In fact, in high school, 50-75% percent of students say that they are either stressed or very stressed, an average 

of 75% of high school students report being bored, while 30-50% say that the materials are not interesting.  

Students are finishing high school far behind where they need to be. The 2017 Hechinger report states that 50-

96% percent of students are unprepared for college and need remedial classes, at a cost of about $7 billion a 

year. The Hechinger report also shows that 90% of special needs students should be able to graduate high 

school college or career ready, but only 65% even graduate on time with a college or career ready education.   

A Classical education changes everything: it frees the classroom from meaningless busywork and allows students 

to learn to think and learn to love learning in an academically rigorous program that proceeds at a natural, 

pedagogically and developmentally sound pace. The most common report from classical programs is that 

students discover the joy of learning and studies show that classically educated students outperform all other 

types of schools on standardized tests. 

The focus of a classical education is on the good, 

the true and the beautiful. Students are taught 

to think for themselves, to develop a passion for 

learning and exploring, and to seek the truth, 

the goodness and the beautiful in all their 

subjects in a process called the Trivium.  

Schools all over the USA are beginning to adapt 

to this new model. Why? Because it works! 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

The classical model is founded on a three-part 

process of training: in grammar school students absorb facts, learn to explore history, science and literature. In 

middle school, students learn to think through arguments and begin to study logic as they read, hear and 

experience more challenging materials. In high school, students learn to express themselves and communicate 

effectively in writing, in logic, in the arts, in mathematics and science as well as in speech. This three-step 

process is called the trivium. 

This process means that special needs students can be immersed in a subject and be challenged while not being 

overwhelmed with materials they struggle to follow. It also means that advanced students can go much further 
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into a subject than they otherwise could in a traditional school setting where they are limited by time and a 

narrow curricula which only focuses on the outcome of a quiz or test. 

THE EFFECTS OF A CATHOLIC CLASSICAL LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION 

A Catholic Classical Liberal Arts education goes one step further, and ensures that not only are students being 

formed academically, they are also being formed emotionally and spiritually, meaning that the whole person is 

being educated. At Koinonia Academy, the faith is a central part of every day, but with the new academic 

structure, KA will be able to also ensure academic rigor, and guide students in developing a love for learning, 

personal self-discipline, high moral standards and an appreciation and love for the good, the true and the 

beautiful in a welcoming, safe and supportive environment.  

Here are some links and articles from schools that have made this change with outstanding results: 

https://delawaretoday.com/life-style/classical-learning-style-yields-positive-test-results/  

https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/lasting-value-classical-liberal-arts-education  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/magazine/embracing-a-classical-education/2011/03/09/AFj6amwC_story.html  

https://catholicliberaleducation.org/holy-sees-teachings-catholic-schools/   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RYA0M2eKVE  

WHAT IS THE TRIVIUM EXACTLY? 
The trivium is a three-step process of education which matches the natural development of a child.  In grammar 

school students absorb facts, learn to explore history, science and literature. In middle school, students learn to 

think through arguments and begin to study logic as they read, hear and experience more challenging materials. 

In high school, students learn to express themselves and communicate effectively in writing, in logic, in the arts, 

in mathematics and science as well as in speech.   

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Early elementary school is the “grammar stage”, because 
grammar is the foundation of language and it is the stage in 
which students learn the parts that will eventually form the 
whole. At these ages, children are sponges that absorb new 
materials, and they love to learn in play and exploration.  
Children learn the foundations: rules of phonics and 
spelling, rules of grammar, poems, the vocabulary of 
foreign languages, the stories of history and literature, 
descriptions of plants and animals and the human body, the 
facts of mathematics, the truths of science, and the 
fundamental truths of the Catholic faith. The grammar stage forms the basic building blocks for the second stage 
of education. 

https://delawaretoday.com/life-style/classical-learning-style-yields-positive-test-results/
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/lasting-value-classical-liberal-arts-education
https://www.washingtonpost.com/magazine/embracing-a-classical-education/2011/03/09/AFj6amwC_story.html
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJw1jkuOwyAQRE9j72xBG8xkwcL5zD2an0HBdGTIIrcPsxipVvWqSuW04gsoMSYNDBhbGXAhLwuf-XxRQvIHsOt1u98eahsEC5nss1Dzs6VjjPoncHSAknmvQIawLqtBF6QwBgwijFnH1l51WLYBfrsstkg52ZyMPzF79-5OojLTuXfc2Weq3tepebQxlb1O_5Wp2kiUa4-Np7Yv3LFQ__SkVKgkRIvOH5-_pS9t6UUr
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjT0PgjAUAH9NGZvX9wrYoQMILMbFwcTxUSsQlBIsEv-9H8lNN9xdba4Ic50MFgEBMkClU0NKKmlynaoaoSyLal_nhdBwuwc3TiF66cIj6W3LRJnTBGwQvVZet5qVMpzuwLBpk7vtY5yfggqBzZdt2-Q7rHFt_4mf4eh6Qc1LUEWnSwFH9IdznSzWzdzxFL7bMQxTmAZmx1f_eMuwdB9H5jbt
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
By fifth grade, a child’s mind begins to think more 
analytically. Middle-school students are less interested 
in finding out facts than in asking “Why?” The second 
phase of the classical education, the “Logic Stage,” is a 
time when the child begins to pay attention to cause 
and effect, to the relationships between different 
fields of knowledge, to the way facts fit together into a 
logical framework. 

A student is ready for the Logic Stage when the 
capacity for abstract thought begins to mature. During 
these years, the student begins to develop the foundations for algebra and begins the study of logic, and learns 
to apply logic to all academic subjects. The logic of writing, for example, includes paragraph construction and 
learning to support a thesis; the logic of reading involves the criticism and analysis of texts, not simple 
absorption of information; the logic of history demands that the student finds out why the War of 1812 was 
fought, rather than simply reading its story; the logic of science requires that the child learn the scientific 
method and do labs to see and observe outcomes. 

HIGH SCHOOL 
The final phase of a classical education, the “Rhetoric 
Stage,” builds on the first two. At this point, the high 
school student learns to write and speak with 
conviction and originality. The student of rhetoric 
applies the rules of logic learned in middle school to 
the foundational information learned in the early 
grades and expresses his conclusions in clear, logical, 
elegant language. Students also begin to specialize in 
whatever branch of knowledge attracts them; these 
are the years for art camps, college courses, foreign 
travel, apprenticeships, and other forms of specialized 
training. 

A classical education is more than simply a pattern of learning, though. Classical education is language-focused; 
learning is accomplished through words, written and spoken, rather than through images (pictures, videos, and 
television). 

Why is this important? Language-learning and image-learning require very different habits of thought. Language 
requires the mind to work harder; in reading, the brain is forced to translate a symbol (words on the page) into a 
concept. Images, such as those on videos and television, allow the mind to be passive. In front of a video screen, 
the brain can “sit back” and relax; faced with the written page, the mind is required to roll its sleeves up and get 
back to work. 

A classical education, then, has two important aspects. It is language-focused. And it follows a specific three-part 
pattern: the mind must be first supplied with facts and images, then given the logical tools for organization of 
facts, and finally equipped to express conclusions. 
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A SYSTEMATIC LEARNING JOURNEY 
But that isn’t all. To the classical mind, all knowledge is interrelated. Astronomy 
(for example) isn’t studied in isolation; it’s learned along with the history of 
scientific discovery, which leads into the church’s relationship to science and from 
there to the intricacies of medieval church history. The reading of the Odyssey 
leads the student into the consideration of Greek history, the nature of heroism, 
the development of the epic, and man’s understanding of the divine. 

This is easier said than done. The world is full of knowledge, and finding the links 
between fields of study can be a mind-twisting task. A classical education meets 
this challenge by taking history as its organizing outline — beginning with the 
ancients and progressing forward to the moderns in history, science, literature, 
art and music. 

At Koinonia Academy the twelve years of education consist of three repetitio ns 
of the same four-year pattern: Ancients, Middle Ages, Renaissance and Reformation, 
and Modern Times. The child studies these four time periods at varying levels — at a basic level in grades 1-4, at 
a more difficult level in grades 5-8 (when the student begins to read original sources), and taking an even more 
complex approach in grades 9-12, when the student works through these time periods using original sources 
and also has the opportunity to pursue a particular interest (music, art, technology, medicine, biology, creative 
writing, a craft or the trades) in depth. 

The other subject areas of the curriculum are linked to history studies. The student who  is working on ancient 
history will read Greek and Roman mythology, the tales of the Iliad and Odyssey, early medieval writings, 
Chinese and Japanese fairy tales, and (for the older student) the classical texts of Plato, Herodotus, Virgil, 
Aristotle. She’ll read Beowulf, Dante, Chaucer, Shakespeare the following year, when she’s studying medieval 
and early Renaissance history. When the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries are studied, she starts with Swift 
(Gulliver’s Travels) and ends with Dickens; finally, she reads modern and American literature as she is studying 
modern and US history. 

The sciences are studied in a four-year pattern that roughly corresponds to the periods of scientific discovery: 
biology, classification and the human body (subjects known to the ancients); earth science and basic astronomy 
(which flowered during the early Renaissance); chemistry (which came into its own during the early modern 
period); and then basic physics and computer science (very modern subjects). 

This pattern lends coherence to the study of history, science, 
and literature — subjects that are too often fragmented and 
confusing. The pattern widens and deepens as the student 
progresses in maturity and learning. For example, a first 
grader listens to the teacher read the story of the Iliad from 
a picture book version of the story. Four years later, the fifth 
grader reads one of the popular middle-grade adaptations — 
Olivia Coolidge’s The Trojan War, or Roger Lancelyn Greene’s 
Tales of Troy. Four more years go by, and the ninth grader — 
faced with the Iliad itself — plunges right in, undaunted. 
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The classical education is, above all, systematic — in direct contrast to the scattered, unorganized nature of so 
much secondary education. This systematic, rigorous study has two purposes. 

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT THROUGH ACADEMICS 
Rigorous study develops virtue in the student. Aristotle defined virtue as the ability to act in accordance to what 
one knows to be right. The virtuous man or woman can force him or herself to do what he knows to be right, 
even when it runs against his inclinations. A classical education continually encourages a student to work, to be 
self-motivated and joyful in the drive to learn and master a subject, and supports them in the process. 

Systematic study also allows the student to join what 
Mortimer Adler calls the “Great Conversation” — the 
ongoing conversation of great minds down through the 
ages. Much modern education is so eclectic that the 
student has little opportunity to make connections 
between past events and the flood of current 
information. “The beauty of the classical curriculum,” 
writes classical schoolmaster David Hicks, “is that it 
dwells on one problem, one author, or one epoch long 
enough to allow even the youngest student a chance to 
exercise his mind in a scholarly way: to make connections 
and to trace developments, lines of reasoning, patterns of action, recurring symbolisms, plots, and motifs.” 

Throughout this beautiful and immersive program, the faith is taught as the pinnacle, the final answer to what 
we are seeking: the Truth. There have been many who came to understand the fullness of the Catholic faith 
through a Classical education, because they discovered the order, the joy and the 
miraculous of the Divine through history, literature, the sciences and the arts.  

Koinonia Academy’s Catholic Liberal Arts education implements the trivium, while 
still inviting every student and staff member to a call of holiness in their everyday 
lives. Today’s education has become an institution of forming abilities rather than 
wisdom, robots rather than thinkers, cogs in a wheel rather than mature and free 
minds, applied education rather than formed hearts and souls, students who know 
more and more about less and less. Fundamentally, a Catholic Liberal Arts education 
seeks to truly educate the whole person through a search for wisdom in an 
organized, systematic manner that supports the student through their natural 
stages of development. Newman once said that knowledge simply “occupies” the 
mind, but does not “form” it. A student can be given a lot of knowledge, and yet not 
be taught to think… In other words, it is not enough to acquire technical abilities or 
know-how, a student has to have a critical mind, capable of value-judgments. At 
Koinonia, the goal is to provide both knowledge and formation in the trivium. 
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NINE GOALS 

As a Catholic classical school, it is our goal to support parents in their role as the primary educators, by helping 

to form leaders who have a deep and reasoned faith, have a strong internal moral compass, have an excellent 

academic foundation, and appreciate the good, the true and the beautiful. We believe that students who 

possess these qualities will be able to transform the Church, their communities and our world.  

In order to achieve that goal, we have nine focus areas which we aim to nurture in every student: 

1. Faith, Character and Virtue  

2. The Great Conversation 

3. History 

4. Rhetoric 

5. Language 

6. Mathematics and Logic 

7. The Arts 

8. Science 

9. Literacy 

Each of these nine goals are explained below: 

1 Faith, Character, Virtue Koinonia Academy takes a comprehensive approach to Christian Character 
Formation. Our curriculum integrates moral formation and spiritual 
development with formal theological instruction. One component of this 
approach is our theology curriculum that aims at producing young men and 
women with a living faith and a rich knowledge of our Catholic tradition 
that they can express clearly and live authentically. Formal theological 
instruction is supported and enriched by weekly opportunities for prayer 
and the sacraments, school retreats, opportunities for students to share 
their faith with others, as well Koinonia's consistent emphasis on character 
formation across the curriculum. By the end of our High School curriculum a 
graduating senior will be able to:  

1) Demonstrate a mature understanding of the Creed and to articulate 
Catholic doctrine. 
 

2) Articulate the connection between Christ, the Church and the 
Sacraments and the purpose of liturgy in the Christian life 
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3) Explain the basics of Christian morality in light of the 10 
commandments and virtues in decision-making in the modern 
world 
 

4) Develop an understanding of the founding, growth, and 
development of Christ’s church. 
 

5) Explain articulate central Christian beliefs and practice and respond 
to common misunderstandings about them with arguments and 
charity. 
 

6) Explain the Christian understanding of the human person including 
the theology of the body, marriage and family, and a Catholic 
approach to sexuality. 

 
The KA curricula will also train students in manners, hold students to a 
"heart" standard rather than a "rule following" standard, and use story to 
instill a desire for the right and a disdain for the wrong. In short, we want 
our students to "Love the Good.” We will use Scriptures, the stories of the 
Saints and the classic Western stories of honesty, compassion, courage, and 
perseverance to develop a love of the good and character in children. 
Throughout our school, you will hear repeated the stories that strengthen 
the resolve of children to become servants of God in every area of their life. 

2 The Great Conversation Discussions are an essential aspect of our educational model. This 
conversation uses the highest quality books, stories, art and music to 
formulate and evaluate the ideas that shape our culture. KA students will 
seek the Truth in the study of the Church, history, great literature, art, 
music, logic, mathematics and the sciences. The practice of investigating, 
arguing, and grasping the deep concepts of the best thinkers in history plays 
a vital role in practicing the mind and developing wisdom. Students may not 
remember the books they read, but the development of their minds is 
inescapable. In the elementary grades, the foundations are laid with a solid 
foundation of reading, mathematics and ability to discuss and think. In 
grades 6, 7, 8, we begin to develop deep conversations, the study of logic. 
Students in grades 9-12 thrive on the Socratic discussions of our high-school 
classroom combined with an academically rigorous and inclusive curriculum 
which supports both special needs learners and those who can take more 
advanced materials. 

3 History The value placed on history is dictated by worldview. To the progressive 
modernist, history is an interesting study in how we got to our present, 
enlightened state. By contrast, to the classicist, history is the laboratory of 
the human condition. We study it because it shows the formulation of ideas 
and the consequences of those ideas-- a core value for wisdom. We cycle 
through the world's history three times, each with a different purpose. By 
the final cycle, we expect students to intuitively see the ideas that play their 
way out in the laboratory of the world. 
 
The sequence is as follows: 
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1 Ancients 

2 Medieval to Early Renaissance 

3 Late Renaissance to Early Modern 

4 Modern/US History 

5 Ancients 

6 Medieval to Early Renaissance 

7 Late Renaissance to Early Modern 

8 Modern/ US History 

9 Ancients 

10 Medieval to Early Renaissance 

11 Late Renaissance to Early Modern 

12 Modern/ US History 
 

4 The Art of Rhetoric Rhetoric has become a negative word in modern culture. But the art of 
speaking and writing well to persuade others has not become irrelevant. 
From science to industry to the classroom, those who succeed must 
communicate effectively.  From speech meets in our grammar school to 
formal rhetoric in debates in our high school, no other system emphasizes 
the importance of speech and writing as much as a classical education does. 
Fundamentally, the goal is to educate students to be able to articulate, 
communicate and confidently explain their thoughts, defend morality and 
ethics, and be able to explain their faith. KA middle school students will 
have the opportunity to compete in the NJ Catholic forensics league in 
recitation, reading, duo and humor. 
1 Peter 3:15  ‘…but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect…’ 
 

5 Language "High thoughts must have high language." Aristophanes.  
Latin and Greek form the basis for Western culture and language. When 
studied together with English, students are better spellers, have larger 
vocabularies, and have a more thorough understanding of grammar. The 
student's grasp of language affects his very depth of thought as he uses 
precision in his vocabulary to better understand God and His world. Careful 
attention to grammar makes the student better at discerning subtle 
meaning. At KA, students will not only receive an excellent foundation in 
grammar and language, but begin the study of Latin in the elementary 
grades as part of a full, integrated and rich curricula. 

6 Mathematics and Logic "Why don't they teach logic at these schools?" C.S. Lewis, from The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe.  
 
Practicing the mind in logic prepares students for the development of 
wisdom. Students at KA will begin the study of logic in the grammar school, 
develop it further in the middle school and use it in depth in the high 
school. Higher math factors in the same way. With a solid foundation in the 
grammar school, students can develop solid math skills which take them all 
the way to higher math in the upper grades. In addition, math will also be 
taught as it is applied to real life with enjoyable scenarios in the youngest 



 

12 
 

grades, budgeting skills in the middle school and economics in the high 
school. Application is the key to understanding math. The math curricula is 
integrated from K to 12 so that students can progress within the same 
system throughout their education at KA. 

7 The Arts A well-educated person is competent in many areas with a variety of skills. 
The study of the arts compliments and enriches the study of history, 
literature and faith. This requires exposure to masterpieces of painting, 
sculpture, drawing, architecture, and other visual works as well as excellent 
music.  We work through hymns, music, architecture, master painters, and 
study what makes great art great. KA students will develop an appreciation 
and understanding of the arts, through practical applications as well, 
whether it's painting, drawing, perspective work, mosaics, pottery, 
calligraphy, choir or physical education, we seek to develop every student's 
artistic ability and appreciation for the good and the beautiful. 
 

8 Science Science is an essential part of our curriculum. Science reflects the glory and 
order of God, and the study of science is not only to gain a throughout 
understanding of how our world works, but also helps students develop an 
even greater appreciation of the wonder of God’s creation. In the younger 
grades, we emphasize observation and discovery. In the 6th grade and 
above, we emphasize the scientific method. From taxonomy down to the 
order level, the periodic chart, and detailed understandings of animals and 
insects, our grammar school children know their science. Hands-on science 
labs are a regular feature of science at all levels. In the high school, the full 
scope of the science curricula includes quality academic studies combined 
with experiential education in labs, hands-on scenarios, discussions and 
moderated debates. 

9 Literacy An educated person has a broad repertoire of famous works with which he 
or she is at least familiar.  From Scriptures to great literature, poetry from 
Eliot, Longfellow, Shakespeare, and Tennyson, novels by Dickens, Chaucer, 
or Shelley, and philosophers such as Socrates, Hume, or Kierkegaard, KA 
students will be immersed in the beautiful, learn to appreciate and 
understand great writing, and use it to further their understanding of the 
world. 

 

 

 



 

13 
 

Overview of the entire Pre-K – 12 curricula: 
 Pre

-K 
K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Outco

me 
Faith, 
Characte
r, Virtue 

Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd  
 
Spirit of Truth, Sophia 
Press 
 
Nashville Virtues  
 

Spirit of Truth, Sophia Press 
Nashville Virtues  

 
 

The 
Revelatio
n of 
Christ in 
Scripture 
 
Encount
ering 
Christ 
 

The 
Pascal 
Mystery 
 
The 
Church is 
Christ’s 
Body 

The 
Sacramen
ts 
 
The 
Moral 
Life of 
Christ 

Sacred 
Scripture 
 
The 
History of 
the 
Catholic 
Church 
 
Catholic 
Social 
Teaching 
 
Vocations 

V
irtu

o
u

s C
h

aracte
r 

Rhetoric 
& Logic 

     Editor in Chief 
Introduction to Logic 
 
Catholic Forensics League 

Logical fallacies 
Introduction to 
Rhetoric 
 
Catholic Forensics 
League 

Rhetoric 
Toastmasters 
Moderated Debate 

So
u

n
d

 re
aso

n
in

g. So
u

n
d

 faith
. 

History  Our 
world 
in the 
USA   

Ancie
nts 

Mediev
al to 
Late 
Renaiss
ance  

Late 
Renaiss
ance to 
Early 
Modern 

Modern
/US 
History 

Ancie
nts 

Mediev
al to 
Late 
Renaiss
ance  

Late 
Renaiss
ance to 
Early 
Modern 

Modern
/US 
History 

Ancient
s 

Mediev
al to 
Late 
Renaiss
ance  

Late 
Renaiss
ance to 
Early 
Modern 

Modern
/US 
History 

Literatur
e 

  All texts will correlate with the history and faith curricula and utilize a variety of award winning and classic literature. 
 
 

M
aste

rfu
l co

m
m

a
n

d
 o

f la
n

gu
age

. 

A
b

ility to
 co

m
m

u
n

icate
 in

 w
o

rd
 

an
d

 sp
e

e
ch

. 

Languag
e 

  Latin Latin  Latin Latin Latin Latin Latin Latin Spanish Spanish Spanish Spanish 

Writing   IEW, developing the art and logic of writing Themed writing, 
furthering the skills 
of written 
communication 
 

Developing research skills, and writing 
different forms of essays and creative writing. 
 

English Lett
ers 

Phonemic Development 
  
 

Wordly Wise 3000 Vocabulary 
Grammar 

Wordly Wise 3000 Vocabulary 
 

Handwri
ting 

Prin
ting 

Handwriting and Cursive Cursive and Calligraphy 
 

 W
e

ll-ro
u

n
d

e
d

 an
d

 

d
e

p
th

 o
f e

d
u

catio
n

. 

Map 
Skills 

 Maps, Charts and Graphs 
 

    

The arts Col
ors 
and 
sha
pes 

Music and the arts are integrated into every class, and all students learn to sing. High school students all join the choir. The Arts complement the history 
segment, and are an integral part of the faith classes as well.  

Mathem
atics 

Co
unt
ing  

Singapore Mathematics 
 
 

  Math 7 
 
Pre-
algebra  
 
  

  Math 8 
 
Algebra 1 
 
  

Algebra 
1 
 
Geometr
y 

Geometry 
 
Algebra 2 

Algebra 2 
 
Pre-
Calculus/ 
Trig 
 
  

Pre-
Calculus 
 
Calculus 1 
 
Economic
s 
 
 
 

M
aste

re
d

 co
n

te
n

t. A
b

ility to
 

re
late

 to
 o

u
tsid

e
 su

b
je

cts. 

Science  Exploration of animals, botany, astronomy, biology, physics, electricity, taxonomy, human 
anatomy 

biology, 
chemistr
y and 
physics 

Physical 
Science 

Biology Chemistr
y 

Physics 
Anatomy 
& 
Physiolog
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Electives           Art, drawing, art and music appreciation, 
coding, philosophy, Latin, advanced classes. 
Clubs. 
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Physical Education Classes 
Girls Basketball Teams in Middle School 

Physical Education 
Field Hockey 
Basketball 
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The following pages are a scope and sequence for every grade. 

 Please note that the Latin program will begin in its entirety with 

1st grade in the fall of 2020, and grow with each grade thereafter.  

The elective offerings in high school can change every year, and 

the option of taking a home study course will be provided to 

students who wish to take an elective such as art history, French, 

coding etc.  

Choir is mandatory for all high school students, as is the annual 

choir tour. 
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Pre-K Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  PreSchool 

Master Question “Start children off on the way they should go, and even 
when they are old they will not turn from it.” Proverbs 
22:6 

Course Description 
In KA’s preschool classes, we offer a play-based program that prepares students for kindergarten in a developmentally appropriate way. 
Students will learn their letters and numbers, and learn pre-writing skills through singing, art, the written and spoken language and hands on 
activities all year long. Students will learn pre-math skills through counting, pattering and calendar activities learned through song. We 
incorporate the Catholic faith into all classes, and include the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd to both teach the Faith and allow students to 
be experientially immersed in the contemplation and enjoyment of God. 
 

  
Primary Teaching Goals:  
Religion 

• Basic introduction to the doctrines of the Catholic Faith 

• Applications of the Faith in our daily lives 

• Participation in the Church and the liturgical seasons 

• Introduction to Salvation History and the life of Christ 

• Learn how to have a conversation with God through actions and contemplation 
Language Arts: 

• Letter recognition of the alphabet 

• Short vowel sounds 

• Learning to write names 

• Foundations of literature through nursery rhymes, Animal and Nature stories, children’s poems, stories for children  
Math Readiness 

• Number recognition 1-10 

• Reading and writing numbers 1-10 

• Number matching and grouping 

• Number patterns 

• Shapes: square, circle, triangle, oval, rectangle 

• The days of the week, months of the year and seasons 
Fine Arts 

• Development of fine motor skills through art and craft projects 

• Introduction to art masterpieces 

• Introduction to singing, different meters, tonalities, languages 
Character Formation 

• The Golden Rule, kindness, cheerfulness, obedience, sharing, helpfulness, generosity, honesty, thankfulness  
Primary Teaching Methods: 

• Through a consistent, organized and flexible schedule of art, crafts, circle time, story time, games, songs, and rhymes.  
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Kindergarten Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  Kindergarten 

Master Question  “At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in 
the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 18: 1-3 

Course Description 
Kindergarten students at Koinonia will learn the foundations needed to be successful in their spiritual and academic lives. Students will learn 
about God and His creation, and the dignity of the human being. They will also learn to read and begin to write and spell. St udents will explore 
and learn how to think mathematically and learn about nature in science studies. In History class, students will learn about maps, their 
communities, country and nation, as well as the meanings of our holidays.  
 

Primary Teaching Goals: 
Religion 

• Bible History: continuing the study of Salvation History through 
Bible stories 

• Who God is, who am I, why am I here, where am I going, how 
to get there 

• Basic catechism 

• Participation in the life of Christ and the liturgical seasons 
Character formation 

• The Virtues in Practice program is a three-year cycle of virtues. 
The pre-K to 8th graders study the same virtue each month to 
provide a whole-school focus. Over three years, 27 virtues are 
covered, as well as the lives of 81 saints. Examples are charity, 
friendship, courtesy, kindness, respect, forgiveness, 
responsibility, cheerfulness and more! 

Language Arts 

• Letter and Sound recognition, sound blends 

• Phonics 

• Reading 

• Letter formation and handwriting practice 

• Literature: reading, stories, poems 

• Memorizing and reciting simple poems 
Mathematics 

• Understanding numbers 

• Counting and writing numbers to 100 

• Sequencing  

• Differences and sums 

• Working with money 

• Measurements 

• Geometry: shapes and space 

• Telling time 

• The calendar 
 

History: 

• Introduction to maps 

• Our Communities 

• Our Land, Our Nation 

• Learn the Pledge of Allegiance 
Science 

• The study of seasons and weather 

• States of matter 

• Plants and animals 

• Our bodies and senses 
Arts 

• Introduction to art masterpieces 

• Arts projects 

• Beauty, color, composition 

• Songs and music appropriate to the season, the liturgical season 
and history classes 

Handwriting 

• Students will practice handwriting with a beautiful program that 

helps them learn good penmanship while practicing their Latin 
and prayers, learning proverbs and sayings, and copy some 
humorous stories, too! 

Physical Education 

• PE classes help students practice the values of self-control, 
loyalty, perseverance, friendship, peace, unity, cooperation, 
participation and most importantly, treating all with dignity and 
respect through games and exercises that strengthen and train 
young children in larger motor skills and coordination. Activities 
emphasize “how we play the game” versus just winning, learning 
to be good sports both in winning and losing. 

• Focus: 
o The ability to stop and start on signal 
o Spatial awareness 
o Coordination 
o Balance and control 
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1st Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  1st grade 

Master Question  But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me 
and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Course Description 
First grade students at KA will spend this important year developing an awareness of the presence of God, and continuing to l earn to have a 
personal conversation with Him. Students will strengthen their reading skills and learn to write more extensive stories. In math they will learn 
about number bonds, addition, subtraction, shapes, ordinal numbers, grouping and sharing, fractions, time and money. In history, students will 
be immersed in the exciting era of the Ancients, as they learn about the beginnings of our human history. They will explore Mesopotamia, 
ancient Egypt, Greece, the Romans. History will be accompanied with hands on projects, games, art, music and great books. Students will learn 
to read maps, and begin their science studies with an experiential program in which they will explore wonders from space, botany, geology and 
the human body. They will find the answers to questions such as: Why does thunder come with lightning? and How much air do yo ur lungs 
hold? They will read an age-appropriate biography of Isaac Newton. In their experiments, they will make a weather vane, absorb liquid through 
sugar cubes, taste-test milkshakes and do experiments with air and plants. Science is supported with colorful classroom reference resources as 
well. Students will continue to learn Latin through singing songs, and complete artworks that not only develop their skills, but relate to the 
seasons, to history and to faith.  

Religion 

• Bible History: continuing the study of Salvation History through 
Bible stories 

• Connect the Bible stories to history, especially Abraham and 
Christ  

• Develop an awareness of God as Father and Creator 

• Learn about the meanings to the parts of the Mass 

• Learn about the reality of sin and the Sacrament of Confession 

• Learn about saints of ancient times 
Character formation 

• The Virtues in Practice program is a three-year cycle of virtues. 
The pre-K to 8th graders study the same virtue each month to 
provide a whole-school focus. Over three years, 27 virtues are 
covered, as well as the lives of 81 saints. Examples are charity, 
friendship, courtesy, kindness, respect, forgiveness, 
responsibility, cheerfulness and more! 

History: 

• Learn to read maps 

• Mesopotamia 

• Egypt 

• Greece 

• Rome 
Language Arts 

• Letter and Sound recognition, sound blends 

• Phonics 

• Reading 

• Letter formation and handwriting practice 

• Literature: reading, stories, poems 

• Writing skills: sentences, paragraphs and stories 

• Memorizing and reciting simple poems and passages 
Mathematics 

• Understanding numbers 

• Counting and writing numbers to 100 

• Sequencing  

• Differences and sums 

• Working with money 

• Measurements 

• Geometry: shapes and space 

• Telling time 

• The calendar 
 

Science 
The study of: 

• Space 

• Botany 

• Geology 

• The human body 

• Experiments and drawing conclusions 

Arts 

• Introduction to art masterpieces 

• Arts projects 

• Beauty, color, composition 

• Songs and music appropriate to the season, the liturgical season 
and history classes 

 Latin 

• Students will learn Latin prayers and begin to study the Latin 
and Greek roots that form so many words in the English 
language.  

Spanish 

• Students will learn Spanish in an immersive program that helps 

them develop the foundations of fluent speaking. 
Handwriting 

• Students will practice handwriting with a beautiful program that 
helps them learn good penmanship while practicing their Latin 
and prayers, learning proverbs and sayings, and copy some 
humorous stories, too! 

Physical Education 

• PE classes help students practice the values of self-control, 

loyalty, perseverance, friendship, peace, unity, cooperation, 
participation and most importantly, treating all with dignity and 
respect through games and exercises that strengthen and train 
young children in larger motor skills and coordination. Activities 
emphasize “how we play the game” versus just winning, 
learning to be good sports both in winning and losing. 

• Focus: 
o The ability to stop and start on signal 
o Spatial awareness 
o Balance and control 
o Coordination 
o Following directions 
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2nd Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  2nd Grade 

Master Question  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.” John 3:16 

Course Descriptions 
   

Religion 

• Students focus on how much children are loved by Jesus Christ, 
and how His death and Resurrection has opened the way to 
Heaven. 
- The parts of the Mass. 
- Lives and lessons of the saints. 
- More ways to pray. 
- A special focus on the Sacraments of Confession and Eucharist.  

Character formation 

• The Virtues in Practice program is a three-year cycle of virtues. 
The pre-K to 8th graders study the same virtue each month to 
provide a whole-school focus. Over three years, 27 virtues are 
covered, as well as the lives of 81 saints. Examples are charity, 
friendship, courtesy, kindness, respect, forgiveness, 
responsibility, cheerfulness and more! 

History: 

• Students will spend an entire year investigating the whole 
medieval world--from Europe and the Middle East through 
India, China, the Arabian Peninsula, Australia, and the Americas. 

• Students will have hands-on projects which include map 
activities, coloring pages, games, food, crafts, board games, 
science experiments, puzzles, and more!  

• Extensive reading aloud and reading of both fiction and 

nonfiction accompany this era in history so that students can 
learn about this time period in a variety of ways.  

Language Arts 

• Students will learn to read and read aloud fluently with 
expression. 

• Students will learn to focus and listen to stories and be able to 
narrate them back. 

• Students will practice handwriting, improve their spelling, and 
learn to write simple stories as their reading improves.  

• Students will have their first formal grammar book which will 

teach the foundations of grammar as well as practice 
punctuation and capitalization skills. 

Mathematics 
Students will learn to: 

• Identify shapes and describe them. 

• Add and subtract 1- and 2-digit numbers up to 100 

• Understand the concept of multiplication  

• Learn about time (to the nearest 5 minutes) and money 

• Be able to solve simple word problems  

• Understand even and odd numbers. 

• Understand place value up to 1,000. 

• Use and compare units of measure 

• Create picture graphs, bar graphs, and number line plots. 

• Learn to do mental calculations 
 

Science 

• This science program is designed to feed the curiosity of a child. 
Students will learn a variety of things from how the human body 
works to the infrastructure of a skateboard. The program 
includes basic introductory studies fields such as meteorology, 
biology, electricity, soil science, astronomy, animals, space, 
water processing, physiology, and hydrology. The highlighted 
scientist this year is Louis Pasteur. Further, students will 
complete regular science experiments that cover water, 
magnets, lights and mirrors, with no less than 92 science lab 
options for the year. 

Arts 

• The arts are critical to the year. Students will complete a course 
which helps them develop better fine motor skills while 
completing art projects which teach coloring, mixing colors, 
silhouettes, cut and paste, and elementary perspective drawing. 
They will also complete art projects that are related to their 
history class. Students will also learn to sing simple songs and 
harmonies. 

 Latin 

• Students will continue to learn Latin prayers and begin to study 
the Latin and Greek roots that form so many words in the 
English language.  

Spanish 

• Students will continue learn Spanish in an immersive program 
that helps them speak the language. 

Handwriting 

• Students will practice handwriting with a beautiful program that 
helps them learn good penmanship while practicing their Latin 
and prayers, learning proverbs and sayings, and copy some 
humorous stories, too! 

Physical Education 

• PE classes help students practice the values of self-control, 
loyalty, perseverance, friendship, peace, unity, cooperation, 
participation and most importantly, treating all with dignity and 
respect through games and exercises that strengthen and train 
young children in larger motor skills and coordination. Activities 
emphasize “how we play the game” versus just winning, 
learning to be good sports both in winning and losing. 

• Focus: 
o The ability to stop and start on signal 
o Spatial awareness 
o Balance and control 
o Coordination 
o Directions 
o Catch and throwing skills 
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3rd Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  3rd grade 

Master Question “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and 
whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” Mark 
9:37 

Course Descriptions 
   

Religion 

• Students learn about the Catholic Church, the Holy Spirit and 
how He guides Her, and how Jesus continues His mission 
through Her. 
- Basics of the Trinity and all seven Sacraments. 
- Prayer and living as children of God. 
- Jesus’ Parables of the Kingdom, and Mary as the Mother of the 
Church. 

Character formation 

• The Virtues in Practice program is a three-year cycle of virtues. 

The pre-K to 8th graders study the same virtue each month to 
provide a whole-school focus. Over three years, 27 virtues are 
covered, as well as the lives of 81 saints. Examples are charity, 
friendship, courtesy, kindness, respect, forgiveness, 
responsibility, cheerfulness and more! 

History: 

• Students will investigate the fascinating story of the world 
between 1600 and 1850: from Europe and the Middle East 
through India, China, the Arabian Peninsula, Australia, and both 
North and South America! They will improve their historical 
literacy, improve reading and comprehension skills in both 
fiction and nonfiction, and increase their vocabulary through 
stories, hands-on activities, and discussions using texts, stories, 
literature and the arts. The class begins with the Spanish 
colonization of South America and ends with the Gold Rush.  
The hands-on projects include map activities, coloring pages, 
games, crafts, board games, science experiments, and puzzles. 

• Students will also complete Maps, Charts & Graphs and learn 

about maps, globes, directions, map grids and more.  
Language Arts 

• Students move from “learning to read” and will begin “reading 
to learn” and will start reading more for pleasure. Students will 
be learning how to use a more formalized writing process of 
outlining, key words, drafting, editing, and finalizing.  

• Students will continue with the same grammar program they 
began in 2nd grade, but this one also includes comprehension 
sections with interesting short stories to read. 

• Students will learn to memorize and recite poems and passages 
and begin to learn how to speak effectively in public. 

Mathematics 

• This program is very visual and walks students through every 

step with pictures they can follow, and manipulatives they can 
handle to be able to visualize and experience the math 
processes they are learning. Exercises start with simpler 
problems that gradually become more challenging. A thoughtful 
progression pattern followed throughout the series covers the 
fundamental concepts, offers practice exercises with pictorial 
representations, and challenges students with abstract 
exercises. 

Included will be: 

• Numbers to 10,000 

• Addition and Subtraction, Mental Math 

• Multiplication and Division 

• Grouping tens and hundreds, Creating graphs and charts 

• fractions, measurement, geometry, area and perimeter, time, 
and money 
 

Science 

• The 3rd grade science program covers Geology, Meteorology 
and Mechanical Technology. Students will learn about the 
vastness of space and the complex make-up of our earth. They 
will study animals, birds, machines, the human body, 
technology and inventions, Earth, the solar system, and weather 
and science experiments cover electricity, the human body, and 
weather. The highlighted scientist for this year is Marie Curie.  
The class includes 30 primary experiments on weather 
(meteorology), the human body, and batteries (electricity). 
Students begin to learn how to report and narrate what they 
see and experience, they start learning how to evaluate and 
assess phenomena, and start to hypothesize as to what may 
happen in an experiment based on material they have learned 
in class.  

Arts 

• The arts are a critical component of the year. Students will learn 
advanced coloring techniques including shading, perspective, 
more advanced drawing techniques, painting, make paper dolls 
and fiber pictures. Students will also learn about the art of the 
historic period they are covering, and learn about the new 
methods introduced at the time for making art. They will then 
express their own ideas with similar mediums using water 
colors, fresco, scratch art and oil pastels. Students will also 
listen to the greatest music written in the history eras they are 
studying, and learn to identify the most famous paintings as 
well. In music class they will learn to sing. 

Latin 

• Students begin a more in-depth Latin class with Prima Latina, 
after having learned the foundations in 1-2 , and will continue 
with the prayers and roots. The class follows a consistent 
pattern which includes an opening (dialogue, prayer, and 
optional music), recitation of grammar forms, a Latin saying, 
word study, derivatives, and grammar.  

Spanish 

• Students continue to learn to speak Spanish in this immersion 
class. 

Handwriting 

• Students will practice handwriting with a beautiful program that 
helps them learn good penmanship while practicing their Latin 
and prayers, learning proverbs and sayings, and copy some 
humorous stories, too! 

Physical Education 

• PE classes help students practice the values of self-control, 
loyalty, perseverance, friendship, peace, unity, cooperation, 
participation and most importantly, treating all with dignity and 
respect through games and exercises that strengthen and train 
young children in larger motor skills and coordination. Activities 
emphasize “how we play the game” versus just winning, 
learning to be good sports both in winning and losing. 

• Classes include: coordination, catching, throwing, hand-eye 
coordination, parachutes, games, relays and more. 
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4th Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  4th grade 

Master Question  But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the 
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Luke 18:16 

Course Descriptions 
   

Religion 

• Students focus on the moral life. 
- What it means to be created in the image and likeness of God, 
and how we should respond to His grace so we can spend 
eternity with Him in Heaven. 
- Conscience formation, the Ten Commandments, the 
Beatitudes, the Golden Rule, and the Great Commandment. 
- The reality of sin and the necessity of virtue. 

Character formation 

• The Virtues in Practice program is a three-year cycle of virtues. 
The pre-K to 8th graders study the same virtue each month to 
provide a whole-school focus. Over three years, 27 virtues are 
covered, as well as the lives of 81 saints. Examples are charity, 
friendship, courtesy, kindness, respect, forgiveness, 
responsibility, cheerfulness and more! 

History: 

• This class will introduce students to the Modern World, 1850 to 
today. Students will learn about world civilizations with a focus 
on the formation, development and growth of the United 
States. They will learn how the USA fits into world history, and 
witness the birth of a new country. On the way they will learn 
about the cultures, conflicts and ideas that have formed the 
world as it is today. Activities, maps, projects, geography, art 
and music will bring this time period to life for students as they 
learn about Europe, the Middle East, China, Africa and the 
United States in this exciting year. 

Language Arts 

•  All the literature is connected to the history of this class, with a 
wide selection of great stories to read, and a broad group of 
people to get to know.  

• Students will read, narrate and re-tell the stories they hear, as 
well as learn to write structured, organized stories and their first 
reports. 

• Students will continue with the Grammar series, becoming 
more proficient in the art of grammar. 

• Using the Wordly Wise 3000 series, vocabulary and a wide 
variety of comprehension stories will be a regular part of the 
week.   

Mathematics 
Students will cover: 

• Numbers to One Million  

• Addition and Subtraction  

• Multiples and Factors  

• Multiplication, Division  

• Fractions, Adding and Subtracting Fractions  

• Multiplying a Fraction and a Whole Number  

• Line Graphs and Line Plots, Measurement  

• Area and Perimeter  

• Decimals  

• Addition and Subtraction of Decimals  

• Multiplication and Division of Decimals  

• Angles, Lines and Shapes  

• Properties of Cuboids  

Science 

• The science curricula gives students an up-close look at the 
observable world and the forces behind what we can see. 
Students focus on Biology (life, cells, plants and photosynthesis, 
plant growth, protists, frogs, butterflies, ecosystems, the food 
cycle, the water cycle, the air cycle, the human body, and 
animals). They also learn how living things are categorized and 
named (taxonomy). Students will also be doing hands-on labs 
including growing radishes, corn and beans and learning how to 
plot graphs on their growths! 

Logic 

• 4th graders will begin to study logic this year with a wonderful 
series of three books that they will have in 4th, 5th and 6th 
grades. The first one this year introduces relationships, 
analogies, sequencing, "all" and "no" statements, syllogisms, if-
then statements, deduction, and inferring.  The book is so much 
fun, students do not even realize what they are learning to do! 

Arts 

• This year, students will illustrate a story book, learn more 
advanced coloring and drawing, and how to make drawings 
appear 3-dimensional. Art will also be connected with history, 
as students learn about American artists and copy their styles. 
Included are Bellows, Copley, Davies, Peale, Audubon, Homer, 
Henri, Weber, Ufer, Peto, Demuth, Burchfield, O'Keeffe, Cassatt, 
among others. Students will also continue to sing in music class. 

 Latin 

• Students continue with Latina Christiania and roots. The 
class follows a consistent pattern which includes an opening 
(dialogue, prayer, and optional music), recitation of grammar 
forms, a Latin saying, word study, derivatives, and grammar.  

Handwriting 

• Students will practice handwriting with a beautiful program that 

helps them learn good penmanship while practicing their Latin 
and prayers, learning proverbs and sayings, and copy some 
humorous stories, too! 

Forensics: 

• Students will practice reciting and reading selected passages out 
loud in class, learning to speak with clarity, conviction and 
emotion. In-house meets will take place in which students can 
practice and compete with each other. In time, KA will join the 
NJ forensics leagues to compete in speech, duo, reading and 
humor. Learning to speak confidently is an essential skill to 
learn! 

Physical Education 

• PE classes help students practice the values of self-control, 
loyalty, perseverance, friendship, peace, unity, cooperation, 
participation and most importantly, treating all with dignity and 
respect through games and exercises that strengthen and train 
young children in larger motor skills and coordination. Activities 
emphasize “how we play the game” versus just winning, 
learning to be good sports both in winning and losing. 

• Classes include: coordination, catching, throwing, hand-eye 
coordination, parachutes, games, relays and more. 
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5th Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  5th grade 

Master Question  “You shall teach them diligently to your children, 
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie 
down, and when you rise.” Deuteronomy 6:7 

Course Descriptions 
   

Religion 

• Students will explore in-depth the gift of God’s grace in the 

Sacraments. 
- Sacraments: what they are and why Jesus instituted them; 
form, matter, history, celebration, and effects of each 
Sacrament. 
- The meaning of God as the source of life 
- The Holy Mass and Holy Days of Obligation. 
- Longer biographies of the saints, especially young saints.  

Character formation 

• The Virtues in Practice program is a three-year cycle of virtues. 

The pre-K to 8th graders study the same virtue each month to 
provide a whole-school focus. Over three years, 27 virtues are 
covered, as well as the lives of 81 saints. Examples are charity, 
friendship, courtesy, kindness, respect, forgiveness, 
responsibility, cheerfulness and more! 

History: 

•  5th grade history is a study of mankind from Pre-history to the 
rise of Constantine, including the history of the Hebrew people 
and Christianity. Students will learn what life was like in the 
ancient civilizations of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persia, Greece, 
Rome, and more, as well as learn the Old Testament stories of 
the Israelites and the coming of Christ. 

• The class includes learning map skills using Maps, Charts & 
Graphs level E. 

• There are five primary teaching goals: 
1. to understand why and how civilizations developed 
2. to see God’s plan for the Hebrew people unfold 
3. to see how Christianity began 
4. to learn about the important historical figures of the times 

both secular and religious 
5. to learn map reading skills including Longitude and 

Latitude 
Language Arts 

• The question is: How can we read and write with clarity, 
comprehension, fluency and accuracy? This class has three 
primary goals: 
1. to increase fluency in both reading and writing of English 
2. to expose students to many forms of Literature 
3. to learn note taking skills 

• Students will have daily spelling and grammar, reading and 
vocabulary lessons. 

• Included will be: discussions of literature, projects, small group 
writing, presentations, individual reading, writing projects and 
self-evaluation exercises. 

Mathematics 
5th grade includes: 

• Numbers to One Million  

• Addition and Subtraction  

• Multiples and Factors, Multiplication  

• Division  

• Fractions, Adding and Subtracting Fractions  

• Multiplying a Fraction and a Whole Number  
 

• Line Graphs and Line Plots Decimals  

• The Four Operations of Decimals  

• Geometry  
Data Analysis and Graphs, Ratio, Rate  

• Percentage 
Science 

• In this class students will learn about Electricity, Magnetism and 
Astronomy.  Students will learn what lasers are made of and 
how to tell a planet from a star, and what the most important 
energy source is on earth. Physics and technology take center 
stage as students explore electricity, magnetism, light, color, 
microscopes, astronomy and space, inventions, chemistry, and 
modern technology. Labs are focused on electricity and 
magnetism. 

Arts 

•  Students will learn advanced shading techniques, watercolors, 
free-hand drawing, reducing and enlarging pictures, lettering. 
Students will also learn about the Elements of Art, or "what art 
is made of" which include what we would think of as the basics 
of the actual drawing (line, shape, color, etc.). They will also 
explore the art, architecture, drawings and music of the 
Ancients as they study history. Students will continue to sing in 
music class. 

 Latin 

• Students continue with Latin roots and phrases.  
  
Logic 

• 5th graders will continue the study of logic this year with a 
wonderful series of three books that they will have in 4th, 5th and 
6th grades. The 5th grade text includes logical reasoning, and 
introduces logical notation through word games, puzzles and 
more. 

Forensics: 

• Students will practice reciting and reading selected passages out 
loud in class, learning to speak with clarity, conviction and 
emotion. In-house meets will take place in which students can 
practice and compete with each other. In time, KA will join the 
NJ forensics leagues to compete in speech, duo, reading and 
humor. Learning to speak confidently is an essential skill to 
learn! 

Physical Education 

• PE classes help students practice the values of self-control, 
loyalty, perseverance, friendship, peace, unity, cooperation, 
participation and most importantly, treating all with dignity and 
respect through games and exercises. Classes include: more 
advanced coordination, catching, throwing, hand-eye 
coordination, with games such as squirrel In trees, capture the 
flag, red light/green light, fox and sheep, PAC man, kickball, 
relays, bean bag games to name a few. 
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6th Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  6th grade 

Master Question  “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children 
are walking in the truth.” 3 John 1:4 

Course Descriptions 
   

Religion 

•  Students spend this year immersed in God’s Word in Sacred 

Scripture, and explore how the Bible, written under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, records God’s plan of salvation. 
- Basics of how to use the Bible and Magisterial authority. 
- How and why we should pray with Scripture. 
- How the Bible is different from other books. 
- The four senses of Scripture. 

Character formation 

• The Virtues in Practice program is a three-year cycle of virtues. 
The pre-K to 8th graders study the same virtue each month to 
provide a whole-school focus. Over three years, 27 virtues are 
covered, as well as the lives of 81 saints. Examples are charity, 
friendship, courtesy, kindness, respect, forgiveness, 
responsibility, cheerfulness and more! 

History: 

• 8th grade history is a study of the history, culture and socials 
sciences that developed after Constantine’s Edict of Milan, 
through the spread of Christendom and the rise of medieval 
Europe alongside its Byzantine and Islamic counterparts. 
Students will understand and appreciate the role of the Catholic 
Church in history and its influences on society. Students will 
hear about the work of Sts. Benedict, Patrick and Ambrose, and 
learn about the development of laws, science, literature and art 
as well. 

• Students will also do Maps, Charts & Graphs F, Eastern 
Hemisphere, and learn about routes and distance, political 
maps, elevation and contour lines, world time zones, scale and 
more. 

Language Arts 

• This class is designed to foster Reading comprehension and 
writing skills, using Spelling, Vocabulary and reading quality 
literature. Using the IEW method of teaching writing will foster 
an environment where students learn not only to improve but 
enjoy reading and writing. Students will learn the IEW method 
of writing to teach confidence and provide a framework and 
guide for how to write. A goal of this class is to foster a genuine 
love for reading and includes many great literature books that 
correlate with the history class. 

• Students will review spelling, grammar, and vocabulary daily. 

Mathematics 

•  6th grade math begins the preparation for higher math. The 
Singapore textbooks provide a systematic, well-rounded 
approach to math that facilitates the internalization of concepts 
and instills curiosity. Lessons engage students with different 
levels of problem solving and real-world application of math 
topics.  

• Covered will be: whole numbers, fractions, decimals, negative 
numbers, ratio, rate, percentages, algebraic expressions, 
equations and inequalities, coordinates and graphs, area of 
plane figures, volume and surface area of solids, displaying and 
comparing data. 
 

Science 

• 6th grade science is the beginning of middle school science 

exploration. Students will cover bacteria, plants and animals. 
The class will cover living things, viruses and bacteria, protist 
and fungi, seed plants, sponges, cnidarians, worms, mollusks, 
arthropods, and echinoderms, fishes, amphibians, and reptiles, 
birds and mammals, and animal behavior. The class includes 
hands on projects and students will discuss the origins of life, 
the wonder of creation, and the problem of infectious diseases, 
antibiotic resistance, animal migration, the effects of pesticides, 
fossils and make observations on varied topics such as the frog 
life cycle. Along the way, students will discuss the development 
of science during the history time period they are covering in 
class. 

Arts 

• Students will learn about colored pencils, advanced shading, 
advanced lettering, mix, paint, blend with watercolors, 
perspective drawing, and drawing faces. They will learn about 
Composition, or "how art is arranged" (what is balance, 
proportion, space). This will connect with the time period in 
history – students will learn about the paintings, mosaics, 
frescoes, illustrated manuscripts, Byzantine art, iconography 
etc. from the fall of Rome to medieval Europe. Students will also 
learn about the music of this era as well as sing in music class. 

 Latin 

•  Students continue with prayers, roots and phrases.  
Logic 

• 6th graders will study the third of a series of three books that 
they will have in 4th, 5th and 6th grades. The final book builds on 
the foundation of the first two books, and adds logic diagrams 
and logical fallacies in an engaging, interactive format. 

Forensics: 

• Students will practice reciting and reading selected passages out 
loud in class, learning to speak with clarity, conviction and 
emotion. In-house meets will take place in which students can 
practice and compete with each other. In time, KA will join the 
NJ forensics leagues to compete in speech, duo, reading and 
humor. Learning to speak confidently is an essential skill to 
learn! 

Physical Education 

• PE classes work on self-control, loyalty, perseverance, 
friendship, peace, unity, cooperation, participation. Classes 
include: more advanced coordination, catching, throwing, hand-
eye coordination, with games such as squirrel In trees, capture 
the flag, red light/green light, fox and sheep, PAC man, kickball, 
relays, bean bag games to name a few. 

• Students can participate in the basketball team. 
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7th Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  7th grade 

Master Question  “And how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus.” 2 Timothy 3:15 

Course Descriptions 

Religion 

• In this class students explore Jesus and the Gospel message, with an 
emphasis on unifying themes in Scripture and an in-depth 
examination of the four Gospels. 
- Personal growth: the origin, dignity, and destiny of the human 
person. 

- An exploration of each Sacrament. 
- Prayer: its elements, qualities, and challenges; ways of praying; 
Mary and the saints as models of prayer.  

Character formation 

• The Virtues in Practice program is a three-year cycle of virtues. The 
pre-K to 8th graders study the same virtue each month to provide a 
whole-school focus. Over three years, 27 virtues are covered, as well 
as the lives of 81 saints. Examples are charity, friendship, courtesy, 
kindness, respect, forgiveness, responsibility, cheerfulness and 

more! 
History: 

• Students will learn about the making of the modern world. The 
Making of the Modern World continues the journey from where the 
6th grade class ended in the Renaissance and quickly diving in to the 
history-altering events of the Reformation. This fracturing of the 
Church dramatically altered the course of modern Europe and the 
world at large. Students will learn about the people who lived in the 
most tumultuous times, great figures such as Sts. Pius V, Thomas 
More, John Vianney, and Margaret Mary Alacoque, as well as 

powerful leaders such as Napoleon and Kings Henry VIII of England 
and Louis XIV of France. This class brings students through present-
day Europe, showing us the effects of the two world wars and how 
the Church responded to these changing times. Along the way, 
students will learn about the greatest musicians and painters of this 
time, and read literature that relates to this time period. 

• Students will also use Maps, Charts and Graphs level G to learn 
about population maps, borders, parallels, meridians and more. 

Language Arts 

• Students will learn to organize and format their writing through the 
IEW writing program. They will also have creative writing projects, 

do exploratory writing and do research using their new IEW skills.   

• Students will read and discuss literature and stories that relate to 
the time period in history. They will learn about the literary 
elements of a story, discuss who the protagonist is, and learn to 
draw the framework of a story, from the introduction, through the 
rising action to the conclusion. 

• Students will continue with daily spelling, grammar and vocabulary 
work. 

Mathematics 

•  7th grade math continues the preparation for higher math. The 
Singapore textbooks provide a systematic, well-rounded approach 
to math that facilitates the internalization of concepts and instills 
curiosity. Lessons engage students with different levels of problem 
solving and real-world application of math topics.  

• Covered will be: factors and multiples, real numbers, introduction to 
Algebra, algebraic manipulation, simple equations in one variable, 

ratio, rate and speed, percentage, angles, triangles and 
quadrilaterals, number patterns, coordinates and graphs, 
inequalities, perimeters and areas of plane figures, volumes and 
surface areas of solids, proportions, data handling, probability of 
simple events, probability of combined events.  

Science 

• In this class, students will build on their natural curiosity to explore 
science in a new detail. They will see that advanced science and 
faith are compatible and not mutually exclusive. The goal is to ignite, 

nourish and support the students’ curiosity about God’s creatures  

and their place in creation. How do organisms live, grow, respond to 
their environment and reproduce? How do the structures of 
organisms enable life’s functions? How do organisms grow and 
develop? How do organisms obtain and use the matter and energy 

they need to grow and live? 

• The two parts of the course are cells and heredity and human 
biology and health.  

• Covered will be: cell structure and function, cell processes and 
energy, genetics: the science of heredity, modern genetics, changes 

over time, bones, muscles, and skin, food and digestion, circulation, 
respiration and excretion, fighting disease, the nervous system, the 
endocrine system and reproduction. Students will learn about what 
it means to be an athletic trainer, what a biochemist does, about 
cancer and new medicines, DNA, and what healthy living means for 
the whole person: body, mind as well as soul.  

Arts 

• Students will further their skills learning the following: 
o Advanced shading using soft lead color pencils 

o Advanced grid drawing 
o Accurate enlargement with a grid 
o Accurate reductions with a grid 
o Calligraphy and border designs 
o Spacing the lettering on a piece of artwork 
o Watercolor painting 
o Color mixing 

o Advanced drawing 

• Students will also coordinate art with history, learning to analyze 
and copy the great masters. They will also listen to some of the 
greatest and most famous music written in this time period.  

 Latin 

•  Students continue to study Latin roots. 
Logic 

• Students will continue with their studies in logic with a hands-on, 
exciting text that will lead them to develop a thinking tool box with 
some of the following: 

o When it is useless to argue 
o Using the scientific method 
o Five rules of brainstorming 

o Who has a reason to lie? 
o How to analyze opposing viewpoints 
o How to analyze evidence and sources 
o How to list reasons why you believe something 
o And much more 

Forensics: 

• Students will practice reciting and reading selected passages out 
loud in class, learning to speak with clarity, conviction and emotion. 
In-house meets will take place in which students can practice and 

compete with each other. In time, KA will join the NJ forensics 
leagues to compete in speech, duo, reading and humor. Learning to 
speak confidently is an essential skill to learn! 

Physical Education 

• Students play soccer, basketball, kickball, dodgeball, Volleyball, 
nucome, wallball, 4 square, floor hockey, capture the flag etc. 
Students work on skills required for these team games. 
Movement/involvement/sportsmanship/inclusion are all of primary 
importance in the PE class. 

• Students can participate in the basketball team. 
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8th Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  8th grade 

Master Question  “If you are what you should be, you will set the whole 
world ablaze!” St. Catherine of Sienna 

Course Description 
   

Religion: 

•  Middle-school students build on their understanding of 
personal growth, with an emphasis on our vocation to love and 
our responsibilities to God and each other. 
- Morality: conscience formation through prayer and an 
objective moral standard. 
- Church History: our identity as Catholics; how the saints have 
shaped the liturgy, hierarchy, and doctrine of the Church. 
- Citizen and Government: the natural rights of persons; the 
purpose of government. 
- God's Plan for Marriage and the Family: our identity as male 
and female; purposes and abuses of sexuality; resisting 
temptation so as to avoid sin and grow in virtue. 

Character formation: 

• The Virtues in Practice program is a three-year cycle of virtues. 

The pre-K to 8th graders study the same virtue each month to 
provide a whole-school focus. Over three years, 27 virtues are 
covered, as well as the lives of 81 saints. Examples are charity, 
friendship, courtesy, kindness, respect, forgiveness, 
responsibility, cheerfulness and more! 

History: 

• Students taking the History of the United States starts with the 
explorations of the new world and extends into the present day. 
Students will learn about our nation, both the good and the 
bad. They will be introduced to heroic American saints such as 
Juan Diego, Peter Claver, and Elizabeth Ann Seton, explorers 
such as Lewis and Clark and Neil Armstrong, the most important 
US presidents, as well as relive some of the most 
significant events in our country’s past, such as the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence, the assassination of President 
Lincoln, the Civil Rights Movement, the attack at Pearl Harbor, 
and many more.    

• Students will also finish the Maps, Chart & Graphs series with 

level H: United States Past and Present, which includes historic 
maps, contour maps, highway maps, climate and weather maps, 
land use problems, time zones and analyzing data and trends.  

Language Arts: 

• Students will use the IEW B series to practice writing with a 
clear structure and compelling style. From how to phrase a 
paragraph to advanced creative and essay writing, students will 
be supported in our goal to nurture excellence in writing and 
thinking in all our students. 

• English will include literature and poetry that relates to the 
history being studied this year. Students will also learn more 
about unique American poetry, from Whitman to Frost, 
Dickinson to Hughes. 

Mathematics: 

• Students will cover: Exponents and scientific notation, linear 
equations in two variables, expansion and factorization of 
algebraic expressions, quadratic factorization and expressions, 
simple algebraic fractions, congruence and similarity, parallel 
lines and angles in triangles  and polygons, graphs of linear and 
quadratic functions, graphs in practical situations, Pythagorean 
theorem, coordinate Geometry, pyramids, cylinders, cones and 
spheres, data analysis, quadratic equations.  
 

Science: 

• Students will cover Earth Science this year in five units. Unit 1 
includes: Introduction to Earth Science, Mapping Earth's 
Surface, Minerals, Rocks, Plate Tectonics, Earthquakes, 
Volcanoes. Unit 2 includes Weathering and Soil Formation, 
Erosion and Deposition, A Trip Through Geologic Time, Energy 
Resources. Unit 3 includes: Fresh Water, Ocean Motions, Ocean 
Zones. Unit 4 includes The Atmosphere, Weather Factors, 
Weather Patterns, Climate and Climate Change. Unit 5 includes 
Earth, Moon, and Sun, The Solar System, Stars, Galaxies, and the 
Universe 

The Arts: 

• 8th grade art is focused entirely on pen and ink techniques, and 
includes instruction in the following art skills: 

o Silhouettes 
o Using short lines to create a fuzzy effect 
o Creating woodgrain with wavy lines 
o Shading by varying both the density and frequency of 

the lines 
o Crosshatching 
o Stippling 

• Materials Needed: drawing pens (0.5mm and 0.1mm) such as 
Sakura Pigma Micron 

• Students will also explore American art, from the Hudson River 
School to the Harlem Renaissance to Pollock and beyond.  

 Latin: 

• Students finish their middle school years with Latin Roots 8. 
Logic: 

• Using the Fallacy Detective, students will learn how to recognize 
bad reasoning and spot errors in others' logic, as well as their 
own. The focus is on practical logic such as fallacies students 
might encounter in the news. They will learn to identify red 
herrings, circular reasoning, statistical fallacies, and 
propaganda. Each lesson presents several examples of poor 
reasoning (often illustrated by cartoons) and then provides an 
exercise set to complete in class.  

Forensics: 

• Students will practice reciting and reading selected passages out 
loud in class, learning to speak with clarity, conviction and 
emotion. In-house meets will take place in which students can 
practice and compete with each other. In time, KA will join the 
NJ forensics leagues to compete in speech, duo, reading and 
humor. Learning to speak confidently is an essential skill to 
learn! 

Physical Education 

• Students play soccer, basketball, kickball, dodgeball, Volleyball, 

nucome, wallball, 4 square, floor hockey, capture the flag etc. 
Students work on skills required for these team games. 
Movement/involvement/sportsmanship/inclusion are all of 
primary importance in the PE class. 

• Students can participate in the basketball team. 
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9th Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  9th grade 

Master Question “Pray as though everything depended on God. Work as though everything 
depended on you.” St. Augustine 

Course Descriptions 
   

Religion 
 

• Course I: The Revelation of Christ in Scripture: Students will gain knowledge and appreciation of Sacred Scripture from the Old 
Testament to the New Covenant in Christ, as well as the early Church.  Includes a special focus on the Gospels where students 
will meet Jesus Christ and develop a deeper Faith in Him. Students will be led to deeply understand the life and teachings of 
Jesus Christ, the living Word of God. They'll learn who He is and what he calls each of them to be.  

• Course II: Encountering Christ: This course introduces students to the Blessed Trinity in and through the fullness  of God’s 
revelation of Himself: Jesus Christ. They will study the Incarnation, the union of Christ’s two natures, Jesus as the exemplar of 
humanity, as well as the unique role of Mary, the mother of God. This course prepares students to overcome the challenges of 
Faith, and leads them to a more profound understanding of what it means to believe.  

Character 
formation 

 

• Students will consider what it means to have respect for others and self, especially in today’s world, questions about being 
pro-life, and character in our daily lives with our modern challenges. 

History 
 

• Students will learn about the Ancients in greater depth than ever before. They will learn about Sumer, Mesopotamia, Babylon, 
Egypt, India, China, the Israelites, the Greeks and the Romans. They will use maps, primary sources, original texts, artwork, 
architecture, archeological finds and more to explore this topic in greater depth than ever before. The class connects closely 
with English. 

Language Arts 
 

• Students will explore the works of the Ancients in depth, correlating exactly with the history class. Students will study 1 & 2 
Samuel, the book of Esther, excerpts of the Gilgamesh, The Odyssey, Sophocles  - Oedipus Rex, Antigone, Euripides -Medea, 
Julius Caesar, Virgil - The Aeneid, Ovid -  Metamorphoses, Cicero - Republic, Livy - The Rise of Rome, St. Augustine - 
Confessions, Lucretius - On the Nature of Things, and Meditations by Marcus Aurelius 

• Students will continue the vocabulary program as they begin to prep for the PSATs in the future. 

Mathematics: 
Algebra 1 

 

• Students will learn about number systems, properties, quantities, arithmetic operations, complex planes, complex numbers, 
functions, problem solving, polynomials and more. Students will also begin to prep for the PSAT math exam.  

Science: Physical 
Science 

 

• How does our universe, the world we live in, work? Our world, our universe which God has created, is truly a fascinating and 
awe-inspiring place to live. This course explores elements and laws within our universe by introducing the general principles of 
physics and chemistry. Topics include measurement, motion, Newton’s laws of motion, momentum, energy, work, power, 
heat, thermodynamics, waves, sound light, electricity, magnetism, chemical principles, and the periodic table of elements. 
Throughout the year, students get to know various Catholic saints who made great contributions to the field of science. 
Students will also learn about key inventors and the way that we utilize this science in our world today.  

Arts 
 

• Students will explore the art, music and architecture of the Ancients in a course that will be integrated into the history class.  

Spanish 

• Using an immersive program, Students will begin, practice, and hone the four skills of effective communication—listening, 
speaking, reading, writing—in the Spanish language, engaging in the three modes of communication: presentational, 
interpersonal, and interpretive. New grammar and vocabulary are introduced in every lesson, and so developing and 
employing methods to memorize vocabulary and phrases is key. Individual and group work will be designed to accomplish a 
specific purpose (function) in a particular setting (situation) about a particular subject (topic). Students will also explore 
Spanish-speaking cultures and customs, comparing and contrasting them to their own.  

Logic 
Traditional Logic 

Book I 

• This is an introductory and systematic course in formal logic that presents the concepts and methodology in a clear, concise, 
and organized way. 

• Book I contains 14 chapters plus an introduction in the course, each with short, daily lessons. The introduction provides an 
excellent background of logic as a methodology and science, and defines key concepts used in logic. The following chapters 
introduce and provide both the mental and verbal aspects of Terms (chapters 1-3), Propositions (chapters 4-9), and Syllogisms 
(chapters 10-13). Chapter 14 is a comprehensive review. Each chapter is laid out for a clear presentation using headings, 
sidebars and diagrams to aid student understanding.   

Physical Education 

• Students develop more advanced skills, and classes includes aerobic activities as well as soccer, basketball, kickball, dodgeball, 
Volleyball, nucome, wallball, 4 square, floor hockey, capture the flag etc. Students work on skills required for these team 
games. 

• Students can participate in the basketball or field hockey varsity sport teams. 

Electives 

• Drama 

• Choir 

• Online Options which can give fine arts, technology or language credits 
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10th Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  10th grade 

Master Question “Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Course Descriptions 
   

Religion 
 

• Course III: The Paschal Mystery: In this course, students will enter into the Paschal Mystery of Christ - His Passion, Death, 
Resurrection, and Ascension - and learn about how it is the fulfillment of God's promise of redemption made to us after the 
Fall. They will also learn how the Church calls us to participate in the Paschal Mystery in our own lives.  

• Course IV: The Church is Christ’s Body: Students will learn of the of the origin, foundation, and manifestation of the Cathol ic 

Church, established by Jesus Christ during His earthly life to continue His saving mission until the end of time. Through their 
exploration of the Church, students will consider various images of the Church, the four marks of the Church, and the role of  
the Church in the life of the believer. 

 

Character 
formation 

 

• Students will consider how we are called to serve others, and listen to God’s call. Students will discuss the role of the bel iever 
in the world today, and what it means to be able to explain the faith and be well versed in apologetics.   

History 

• Students will learn about the outcomes of the fall of Rime, the Byzantine empire, the rise of Islam, Ghana and Mali, Europe in 
the Middle Ages, China in the Middle Ages, the Mongols, the age of exploration and the early Renaissance. The class includes 
extensive access to primary sources, art, architecture, music, science, technology and inventions of this era, as well as 
literature, poetry and more.  

Language Arts 

• English correlates closely with history. Students will learn to read, discuss and analyze: Beowulf, Bede, Plutarch; Dante's 

Inferno, Machiavelli's The Prince; Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, Malory's Le Morte D'Arthur; 
Macbeth, Hamlet, Othello, Utopia, Aquinas' Summa Theologica. Four of these texts will be discussed in their entirety, and the 
others will be excerpts and discussion pieces. 

• Students will continue with Vocabulary 10, as they prepare for the PSAT, and perhaps take a practice exam during their 10th 
grade year. 

Mathematics: 
Geometry 

• What are logical ways to identify relationships between points, lines, angles, shapes, and positions? In this course students will 
delve into Geometry and the topics involved. So many things that we use, that we experience, and that we enjoy are made 
possible because of mathematics. Topics include the relationships between points, lines, and planes; logical thinking and 
proof-writing; measurement, including area and volume; congruency and similarity; two- and three-dimensional geometric 
figures; and an introduction to trigonometry. Students will be able to identify and apply different terms and concepts 
discussed in class. Students will be able to use logic to follow steps and sequences to build proofs. Students will be able to 
apply these relationships within and between figures to real life 

Science: 
Biology 

• Biology: This class is the study of God’s creatures (all classifications) and the environment in which they live. How they live, 
grow, reproduce and respond to their environment.   This course begins with Science as a “way of knowing”. Students delve 
into the scientific method, hypothesis and scientific theories.  They study the characteristics of life and the “big ideas of 
Biology” i.e.: Cellular basis of life etc.  Students cover cells, genetics and classifications, beginning with the simplest organisms 
(not so simple!) and move through to the human body and its systems. The class includes labs in which students will be able to 
explore these topics practically and in greater depth. 

Spanish 

• Using an immersion method, Students will begin, practice, and hone the four skills of effective communication—listening, 
speaking, reading, writing—in the Spanish language, engaging in the three modes of communication: presentational, 
interpersonal, and interpretive. New grammar and vocabulary are introduced in every lesson, and so developing and 
employing methods to memorize vocabulary and phrases is key. Individual and group work will be designed to accomplish a 
specific purpose (function) in a particular setting (situation) about a particular subject (topic). Students will also explore 
Spanish-speaking cultures and customs, comparing and contrasting them to their own.  

Logic 
Traditional Logic 

Book II 

• This course continues the formal logic begun in 9th grade. 

• Book II reviews the terms and concepts of logic, but includes writing assignments that allow logic to be integrated with history, 

Bible, or English. More contemporary examples of arguments are included, as are case studies to show the relevance of logic 
in history, literature, religion, and philosophy. The goal is for the student to apply what he has learned in all areas of life.  

Physical Education 

• Students develop more advanced skills, and classes includes aerobic activities as well as soccer, basketball, kickball, dodgeball, 
Volleyball, nucome, wallball, 4 square, floor hockey, capture the flag etc. Students work on skills required for these team 
games. 

• Students can participate in the basketball or field hockey varsity sport teams. 

Electives 

• Drama 

• Choir 

• Online Options which can give fine arts, technology or language credits 
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11th Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  11th grade 

Master Question  “A scrap of knowledge about sublime things is worth more than any amount 
about trivialities.” St. Thomas Aquinas 

Course Descriptions 
   

Religion 
 

• Course V: The Sacraments. In this course students will discover how Christ is present to us in and through the Sacraments of the 
Church, especially in the Eucharist, which is Christ’s Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. They will systematically explore each of the 
seven Sacraments to better understand the essential elements and effects of each as well as how each is celebrated and lived in our 
daily lives. 

• Course VI: The Moral Life In Christ. This course will introduce students to the moral teaching of the Catholic Church with the goal of 
inviting them to live a moral life in Christ. Students will learn about every person’s deep desire for God that is written in  our hearts 
and God’s plan to bring us true happiness by living as He created us to live. They will also explore the meaning of law, the Ten 
Commandments and Jesus’ great commandments, Jesus moral teaching and example, the reality of sin, the relationship between 
human freedom and conscience, and the various helps God gives to us by His grace and through the Church. 

Character 
formation 

 

• Students will consider the importance of an interior life as they begin to prepare for life after high school. Students will discuss and 
consider the importance of living as God wishes for us to live, and what that means in terms of the world beyond school, especially 
in the context of conscience and free will.  

History 

• Students will study the era from the age of exploration to modern times. Within this scope, they will learn about the impact of 
innovation, the Enlightenment, imperialism, colonialism, nationalism, communism. They will learn about the Chinese revolutions, 
the world wars, Meiji Japan, the dictators of the 20th century, the rise and fall of the USSR, conflict in the Middle East and the 
development of cyber threats. 

• During this exciting year, these events and people will come to life for the students through primary sources, the arts, literature and 
film, as well as a lengthy list of famous speeches, which will also be used in English class as well as in logic/debate class. 

Language 
Arts 

• English is closely connected to history through the exploration, analysis and review of literature from the era being discuss ed. 
Students will study Pride and Prejudice, St. Teresa of Avila, Night, and Animal Farm in great depth, and will read a wide variety of 
excerpts, poems and more from these times. Included are 1984, Anne Frank,  

• Students continue with Vocabulary 11, and prepare to take the PSAT in October and the SATs in the spring. 

Mathematics: 
Algebra II 

• Algebra 2 continues and expands upon the material taught in Algebra 1.  The primary focus is on functions (linear and 
quadratic).  Special emphasis is on real world applications and logical thought.  Algebra 2 challenges the student to see patterns and 
relationships in numbers and data. This class supports the students’ curiosity for numbers, patterns and relationships  and uses the 
students’ work (and proficiency) in previous years in numeracy and operations and expands to an understanding of functions: 
quadratic, polynomial, trigonometry, and probability.  Students will use the theoretical to move into real world applications of 
Algebra. 

• Questions they will ask: How do you use basic skills and operands to create and solve a variety of equations and inequalities? How 
do you relate subsets of the real number system? How are linear equations used to model relationships between real world 
quantities and make predictions of outcomes?  What are graphs of quadratic functions in terms of shape and appropriate 
terminology?  

Science: 
Chemistry 

• Chemistry class covers Matter and change, Scientific measurement, Atomic structure, Electrons, the Periodic table, Ionic and 
Metallic bonding, Covalent bonding, Chemical names and formulas, Chemical reactions, Stoichiometry, States of Matter, Gases, 
Solutions, Thermochemistry, Acids, Bases and Salts, Oxidation, Electrochemistry, some brief elements of Biochemistry and Nuclear 
chemistry.  In addition, students will learn about famous chemists, including modern chemists who have impacted our daily lives.  

• Labs are an essential aspect of the class.  Students will learn about separation mixtures, working with chemicals, titration,  
conductors and non-conductors, electrolysis, redox reactions, acids, bases and salts, depolymerization, redox reactions, generating 
electricity, flame color testing, testing for starches and Vit C, sulfur and sulfur compounds, ammonia, carbon and carbonates, and 
much more. 

Spanish 

• Using an immersion method, Students will begin, practice, and hone the four skills of effective communication—listening, speaking, 
reading, writing—in the Spanish language, engaging in the three modes of communication: presentational, interpersonal, and 
interpretive. Students will also explore Spanish-speaking cultures and customs, comparing and contrasting them to their own. 
Advanced students may prepare for the Spanish AP examination. 

Logic 
And Debate 

• This course will help prepare students learn how to evaluate and analyze arguments and formulate their own arguments in a clear, 

logical and concise manner. Students will learn about resolutions and proofs, and learn how to argue and debate current issues and 
questions in in-class seminars. 

Physical 
Education 

• Students develop more advanced skills, and classes includes aerobic activities as well as soccer, basketball, kickball, dodgeball, 

Volleyball, nucome, wallball, 4 square, floor hockey, capture the flag etc. Students work on skills required for these team games. 

• Students can participate in the basketball or field hockey varsity sport teams. 

Electives 

• Drama 

• Choir 

• Online Options which can give fine arts, technology or language credits 

 



 

28 
 

12th Grade Scope and Sequence 

 

Course title  12th grade 

Master Question “It is not the actual physical exertion that counts toward 
a man’s progress, nor the nature of the task, but the 
spirit of faith with which it is undertaken.” St. Francis 
Xavier 

Religion 

• Catholic Social Teaching (Semester 1) Students will learn of the body of doctrine collectively known 
as Catholic Social Teaching, which proposes principles for integrating the truth of the Catholic Faith 
into society in pursuit of justice, peace, and the common good. This course will provide an overview 
of this teaching, with a focus on developing an understanding of human dignity, justice, and charity in 
the various spheres of human life, as well as the social dimensions of the Ten Commandments and 
the Beatitudes. 

• Your Vocation in Christ (Semester 2) God calls every person to a vocation in life. All are called live a 
life of holiness in imitation of Christ, and each of us is called to a permanent state in life by which we 
are to live out our call to holiness in service to others: marriage, ordained priesthood, or consecrated 
religious life. This course will help students discover each of these vocations and begin to discern 
God’s calling in their own lives. 

Character Formation 

• Students will discuss the impact of Catholic social teaching, from the dignity of humanity, to fair 

wages, encyclicals such as Rerum Novarum, and the impact of social justice from the Catholic view.  
Students will also take the time to consider what their vocation is, and what God is asking of them, 
and how they will pursue that calling once they graduate. 

History 

American History. This class is not only a deep study of US History, it includes civics and government with a 
current events unit as an essential aspect of the senior year. Texts include: 

• The American Odyssey 

• The US Supreme Court  

• Whatever happened to Justice? 

• Selecting a President  

• The Complete Idiot’s Guide to US Government  

• Congress for Dummies  

• To Kill a Mockingbird – film 

• Patton – Film 

• The Girls of Atomic City, The Untold Story of the Women Who Helped Win World War II 

• Warriors Don’t Cry 

• Red Bandana 

 

English 

English is directly connected to history, with literature and texts that correlate with the material being 
covered in history class. The key texts for the year are: 

• American Literature classics, a compendium of excerpts that include early American writings 
American humor and legends, the short story, American drama, American Romanticism, 
Transcendentalism and Realism, and poetry from early America to the modern 

• The Scarlet Letter 

• Narrative of a Slave 

• Red Badge of Courage 

• My Antonia 

• Of Mice and Men 

• The Chosen 

• Fahrenheit 451 

• Warriors Don’t Cry 

• Subject and Strategy, A college preparatory text 
Classroom Readers: 

• Call of the Wild 

• Cheaper by the Dozen 

• Vocabulary 12 is the final vocabulary text that focuses on analysis and the further development of 
comprehension skills through short passages from various contexts. 

 

English and History 

1. John Hancock’s speech about Boston Massacre 
2.  Patrick Henry’s speech Virginia Convention 
3. Samuel Adams Speech State House Philadelphia 
4.  Ben Franklin on faults of Constitution 
5. John Marshall Speech on Convention 
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6. Alexander Hamilton Speech NY Convention 
7. George Washington inaugural address 
8. Thomas Jefferson inaugural address 
9. Henry Clay Speech to Senate 
10. Frederick Douglass. “The Hypocrisy of American Slavery.”  
11. Gettysburg address 
12. Teddy Roosevelt Speech in Chicago 
13.  Woodrow Wilson speech to Senate 
14. 1925, Margaret Sanger, On the Children 
15. FDR’s inaugural address (the only thing we have to fear is fear itself) 
16. Lou Gehrig, Farewell to Baseball Address 
17. Eleanor Roosevelt Declaration of Human Rights 
18. The Cross and Double Cross, Bishop Fulton Sheen 
19. JFK’s 1st inaugural address 
20. JFK, Ich bin ein Berliner 
21. Martin Luther King, Jr, I have a dream 
22. Reagan, Tear down this wall 
23. Reagan, Space Shuttle Challenger 
24. Barbara Bush Wellesley Commencement 
25. Elie Weisel, The Perils of Indifference 

 

Mathematics 

Pre-calculus: How are different relations between numbers expressed? How are they related? This course 
is designed to prepare students for the study of calculus.  It involves a comprehensive study of functions 
and trigonometry. It also includes topics in analytical geometry and probability.  This course will also help 
students develop reasoning and analytical skills which may be applied to problems outside the typical 
realm of mathematics. An additional goal of this course is to introduce students to the graphing calculator 
and its wide range of useful functionality.  

1. Students will be able to manipulate variables in equations 
2. Students will be able to identify graphs and their functions, including linear, quadratic, 

exponential, and logarithmic functions 
3. Students will be able to identify and solve trigonometric equations 
4. Students will be able to logically explore sequences and steps to solve problems or equations 

• Calculus 

Economics: Who, what and for whom should we produce goods and services? This course is an overview 
course including introductions to macro and micro economics. Students also touch on the stock market 
and the importance of small business.  This course was developed originally for those who struggle in math 
so a review of basic math concepts is included in each section. (i.e., graphing, ratios, percents, etc). 
Students will learn the basics of economics systems, trade, scarcity,  supply and demand, the Federal 
Reserve and monetary policy as well as the role of the Government in a market economy and fiscal 
policy.  Students will learn about the stock market and the metrics investors use as well as the importance 
of small business. 
 

The arts 

The focus for the year is American Art, to relate to the history and literature syllabus for the year. Included 
will be: 

1. History of American music 
2. American Neoclassicism 
3. Hudson River Valley School 
4. American Realism 
5. Genre Painting 
6. American Impressionism 
7. The Harlem Renaissance 
8. Copland 
9. Britten 
10. Gershwin 
11. Sousa 
12. Scott Joplin 
13. The Jazz Era 
14. HipHop 

Science 
Anatomy & Physiology This class not only covers 17 units on the human body, from genetics, to chemical 
organization, to the systems of the body (e.g., integumentary, neurosensory, cardiovascular, etc), but also 
teaches units on practical first aid, psychology, nutrition and health. The class includes hands-on labs such 
as suturing and fetal pig dissection. Finally, the class includes two discussions about current medical ethics 
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which lead to students formulating their pro and con sides, and then engaging in a formal debate on the 
question at hand.  

Physics How does our world and everything in it operate and interact? This course explores the world in 
which we live by studying and observing the physical aspects of our world - the relationships and 
interactions of energy and matter. Topics include motion, energy, forces, machines, sound, light, 
electricity, quantum theory, and nuclear physics. Students will build their skills of observation and inquiry 
of the world around us. Students will examine and learn about the movement of our physical world - the 
motion, forces, energies, and the natural laws of the universe.  Students will be able to apply concepts to 
real life situations and observations. 

Speech and Logic 

Toastmasters: students will work with a coach to present their senior thesis. Toastmasters assists students 
in communication, public speaking and leadership. 
 

Debate prep: Students will learn how to reason; research a topic; construct, defend, and refute an 
argument; and communicate in a persuasive way to many different types of audiences. In addition, this 
class offers students plenty of opportunities to exercise these skills through fun and practical hands-on 
activities that accompany each lesson. Throughout this course, students will also learn to apply a Christian 
worldview to the activity of debate and be inspired to use their communication skills in service to Christ. 

Physical Education 
 

• Students develop more advanced skills, and classes includes aerobic activities as well as soccer, 
basketball, kickball, dodgeball, Volleyball, nucome, wallball, 4 square, floor hockey, capture the flag 
etc. Students work on skills required for these team games. 

• Students can participate in the basketball or field hockey varsity sport teams. 

Electives 

• Woodshop 

• Seton Hall University Dual Enrollment options 
Online options: 

• Homeschool Connections or Lukeion Latin or CodeAcademy 

• Art Appreciation 

• Music History 

• Python 

• C++ 

• Art 

• Drawing 

• History 

• Civics 

• Spanish 

• Advanced Classes 
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We look forward to 

seeing your children at 

Koinonia Academy, 

where we teach that 

Jesus is Lord, and 

provide an excellent 

education in the 

Catholic Liberal Arts 

tradition. The KA 

experience will prepare 

students for the future 

in heart, mind and body! 


